To:  Hull,  George[Hull. George@epa.gov] 

From:  Valentine,  Julia 

Sent:  Wed  8/1 2/2015  3:35:52  AM 

Subject:  Re:  ACTION:  Aug.  1 1 Press  Release 

Sorry  I just  saw  this  — i was  looking  at  email  but  saw  Christie  put  the  press@epa  address  in  the 
"reply  to"  section  so  I started  getting  a few  hundred  bounce  backs  (those  went  to  everyone  on 
press@epa  list)  So  I stopped  looking  and  assumed  my  em  would  crash. 

Sent  from  USEPA  iPhone 

On  Aug  11,  2015,  at  9:53  PM,  Hull,  George  <HulLGeorge@epa.gov>  wrote: 


It  looks  like  Christie  took  care  of  it.  I think  we  can  all  get  some  sleep.  Thanks,  George 
Sent  from  my  iPhone 

On  Aug  11,  2015,  at  9:51  PM,  Jones,  Enesta  <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>  wrote: 


If  you  need  my  help,  let  me  know. 

Enesta  Jones 

U.S.  EPA,  Office  of  Media  Relations 
Desk:  202.564.7873 
Cell:  202.236.2426 

On  Aug  1 1,  2015,  at  9:48  PM,  Hull,  George  <Hull.George@epa.gov>  wrote: 


My  apologies  for  the  late  e-mail.  I don't  know  if  we  can  pull  this  off,  but  it 
appears  that  we  may  need  to  send  out  a press  release  tonight.  We  still  don't  have 
the  final  from  Christie  and  it  is  to  go  a reporter  list  compiled  by  Robert.  Let  me 
know  if  you  can  help.  I'm  going  to  search  my  e-mails  to  see  if  I can  find  the 
reporter  list.  Thanks,  George 
Sent  from  my  iPhone 

Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "Purchia,  Liz"  <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  11,  2015  at  9:30:42  PM  EDT 
To:  "Hull,  George"  <Hull.George@epa.gov> 

Subject:  Re:  Liz  ACTION  - Aug.  11  Press  Release 


1796813 


ED  000552E  00009101-00001 


Just  to  the  ones  on  the  list  that  Robert  has  compiled 


From:  Hull,  George 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  11,  2015  9:30  PM 
To:  Purchia,  Liz 

Subject:  Re:  Liz  ACTION  - Aug.  11  Press  Release 
Liz, 

When  final,  did  you  want  this  sent  out  by  VOCUS  to  our  regular  list  of 
reporters  tonight?  - George 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 

On  Aug  11, 2015,  at  8:50  PM,  Purchia,  Liz  <Purchia. Liz@epa.gov> 
wrote: 


OK,  let's  just  take  the  quote  out  and  link  to  her  remarks. 


From:  Colaizzi,  Jennifer  C. 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  11,  2015  8:49  PM 
To:  Christie  St.  Clair 

Cc:  Purchia,  Liz;  Harrison,  Melissa;  StClair,  Christie;  Hull,  George 
Subject:  Re:  Liz  ACTION  - Aug.  11  Press  Release 


I am  on  metro  and  my  phone  is  close  to  dead.  One  concern  from 
the  EOC  is  that  we  are  saying  data  is  trending,  but  we  do  not 
have  validated  data  on  which  to  base  this  statement.  I realize  the 
Administrator  said  it,  but  EOC  did  express  concern.  Do  we  want 
to  use  another  quote? 

Other  than  this  one  concern,  if  everyone  is  ok,  with  the  other 
data,  we  could  post  on  our  newly  launched  site. 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 

On  Aug  11,  2015,  at  8:37  PM,  "Christie  St.  Clair" 

! Personal  Email/Ex.  6 Wrote: 


Liz,  this  is  ready  for  proofing.  George  - Can  Robert  or  Jen 
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send  via  Vocus? 


I'm  continuing  to  have  email  connectivity  issues  so  using  my 
personal  email  and  cc'ing  my  EPA  email  for  recording 
purposes. 


For  Immediate  Release 
Aug.  121,  2016 


Contact: 

Christie  St.  Clair,  press@epa.gov 


EPA  Prioritizes  Data,  Safety  During  Today’s  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Durango,  CO  - The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
today  stood  up  a Joint  Incident  Command  to  coordinate  the 
state,  regional,  tribal  and  federal  response  to  the  Gold  King 
Mine  incident.  The  agency  also  announced  that 
Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  will  visit  Durango,  Colorado 
and  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  to  inspect  response  efforts 
relating  to  the  release  of  waste  water  from  Gold  King  mine, 
and  meet  with  local  officials  and  community  members. 

The  JIC’s  primary  goal  today  was  data  gathering  and  quality 
assessment,  in  order  to  ensure  the  health  and  safety  of  all 
those  who  live,  work  and  play  along  the  Animas  River,  San 
Juan  River  and  Cement  Creek.  Data  is  being  gathered  for 
water,  sediment,  and  private  wells. 

Decisions  about  opening  the  river  for  recreational  use  will  be 
made  by  the  Sheriffs  offices  in  the  affected  communities.  To 
assist  them  in  making  those  decisions,  EPA  is  validating  new 
water  quality  data  for  the  August  7,  8,  and  9 period.  That 
data  is  now  being  validated  by  external  contractors,  and 
while  we  cannot  release  the  data  points  today,  we  would  like 
to  report  that  the  general  data  trend  matches  what  we've 
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previously  released.  As  soon  as  the  new  data  has  been 
validated  we  will  release  it,  along  with  agency 
recommendations  for  local  communities  to  assist  them  in 
making  determinations  about  drinking  water  and  agricultural 
water. 

Preliminary  results  are  promising.  “From  initial  sampling 
results,  as  the  plume  has  advanced  seeing  elevated  levels, 
and  as  it  moves  on,  we  are  seeing  a downward  trajectory 
toward  pre-event  conditions,”  said  Administrator  McCarthy 
today. 

The  administrator’s  full  remarks  are  available  at 

http://www2.epa.gov/qoldkinqmine/epa-administrator-gina- 
mccarthv-81 1 201 5-remarks-qold-kinq-mine 


New  data  will  be  posted  on  the  response  website  launched 
today.  That  site,  http://www2.epa.gov/qoldkinqmine,  is  being 
regularly  updated  with  data,  fact  sheets  and  other 
information  for  local  residents  and  for  the  media. 

Local  and  national  media  inquiries  can  now  be  sent  to 
press@epa.gov.  A phone  line  has  been  set  to  handle  local 
and  national  media  inquiries;  that  number  is  970-812-3351 
and  will  be  staffed  by  press  officers  within  the  Joint  Unified 
Command. 

In  New  Mexico,  EPA  has  federal  on-scene  coordinators,  two 
water  quality  experts  and  thirty  technicians  and  contractors 
responding  to  the  spill  as  it  reaches  communities  in  the 
state.  EPA  mobile  command  center  is  operational  in 
Farmington.  EPA  is  continuing  collecting  water  quality 
samples  from  nine  locations  in  the  river  near  intakes  for 
Aztec,  Farmington,  Lower  Valley  Water  Users  Association, 
Morning  Star  Water  Supply  System  and  the  North  Star  Water 
User  Association.  Each  of  these  locations  will  continue  to 
monitored  as  the  spill  makes  its  way  past  these  areas. 
Additionally,  teams  of  qualified  technicians  are  going  door-to- 
door  to  collect  samples  for  laboratory  analysis. 


New  Mexico  Department  of  Game  and  Fish  biologist  and 
game  warden  monitoring  found  wild  birds  with  stains  were 
able  to  fly  and  rehabilitation  has  not  been  required.  NM 
Game  & Fish  did  not  observe  any  fish  kills  during  yesterday's 
overflight. 
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The  EPA’s  Region  9 office,  which  covers  Arizona  and  the 
Navajo  Nation,  continues  to  be  in  close  communication  with 
the  Navajo  Nation  and  is  coordinating  with  them  on  various 
efforts  including  sampling  and  community  outreach.  By  mid- 
week, the  agency  expects  to  have  15  staff  and  contractors 
on  site  to  handle  emergency  response,  water  sampling  and 
communications/coordination  with  the  Navajo  Nation  and 
other  stakeholders.  Region  9 Administrator  Jared  Blumenfeld 
plans  to  visit  the  area  Thursday,  going  to  Farmington, 
Shiprock  and  Durango.  Community  Involvement 
Coordinators  (CICs)  are  partnering  with  various  Navajo 
officials,  Navajo  incident  command,  and  other  responding 
agencies  to  ensure  comprehensive  outreach  to  all  affected 
Navajo  Chapters. 
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